
 

 

 

 

Agenda April 2017 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

What we do…

 

Art Paris Art Fair: lettera27 displays a selection of AtWork notebooks 
March 30th - April 2nd, Grand Palais, Paris, France 
lettera27 is proud to announce its participation to Art Paris Art Fair with the exhibition of the selected 
AtWork notebooks made by students during 4 years of workshops in Africa and beyond. These days we are 
present in the fair at the F19 booth where we have the pleasure to welcome special guests like Joel 
Andrianomearisoa. The artist, in fact, has just realized two notebooks for our collection and one of them is  
exhibited at our booth for the entire fair time. Moreover on March 30th the performer artist Romina De 
Novellis realized the exclusive performance SELFIE – AUTOPORTRAIT. A notebook for lettera 27's 
art collection, at our booth, creating a new “interactive” notebook for our collection. Don’t miss the last 
days if you are in Paris! 

 

 

Le nuove uscite su Why Africa? 

This month lettera27’s column presents the review of the exhibition “The White Hunter. African memories 
and representation”. The exhibition will take place at FM Contemporary Art Center in Milan from March 
31st to June 3rd and is curated by Marco Scotini in collaboration with an experts group including lettera27. 
The review is written by Stefania Ragusa and includes the highlights of the conversation between the 
curator Marco Scotini, Simon Njami and Adama Sanneh.

http://www.artparis.com/
http://at-work.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrianomearisoa_Joel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrianomearisoa_Joel
http://galeriealbertapane.com/
http://galeriealbertapane.com/
http://www.lettera27collection.org/
http://www.lettera27.org/en/iniziativa/why-africa-2/
http://www.fmcca.it/it/scheda-mostra/eve/26-il-cacciatore-bianco-the-white-hunter/
http://www.fmcca.it/it/scheda-mostra/eve/26-il-cacciatore-bianco-the-white-hunter/


 

 

 

The White Hunter. African memories and representation 
March 31st - June 3d. Opening March 30th 8.00pm, FM Centro per l’Arte Contemporanea, Milan, Italy 

As part of the exhibition “The White Hunter”, realized in partnership with lettera27, we highlight a series of 
events that will take place during the month of April. 
March 31st: conversation between Simon Njami, adama Sanneh and Marco Scotini 
April 20th: presentation of Fiston Mwanza’s new book in collaboration with Nottetempo for the books fair 
Tempo di Libri. 
April 27th: conference “Italian collectors of African Ancient Art”, in collaboration with Centro Studi 
Archeologia Africana, Aldo Tagliaferri, Gigi Pezzoli, Ivan Bargna will be present. Following the presentation 
of the documentary “Traces of Africa in four Lombard collections”. A documentary with interviews with four 
Collectors, curated by Aldo Tagliaferri. 

 

What we suggest… 

 
Migrant Objects. From the sign to the voice 
March 22nd - April 10th, MLAC - Museum Laboratory of Contemporary Art of the Sapienza 
University of Rome, Rome, Italy 
Focused on the theme of testimony of migration in the Mediterranean Sea, the event wants to remember 
the last operation of Giuseppe Basile, towards the implementation of a Migration Museum in Lampedusa. 
The exhibition presents the first part of the restored collection made of objects that belonged to migrants 
and found on the island. Alongside the show is there is a program of events centered around cinema, 
contemporary art, storytelling which opens up the collection of migrant objects to multiple readings, 
turning it into a space of encounters and dialogue. Through different perspectives and an interdisciplinary 
approach, the exhibition aims to highlight the individual history that every object brings with itself, to 
identify the voice behind the sign and let its value surface above the collective history. The exhibition is 
curated by Barbara D’Ambrosio and Costanza Meli, with the collaboration of AMM - Archivio delle memorie 
migranti. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiston_Mwanza_Mujila
http://www.archiviomemoriemigranti.net/
http://www.archiviomemoriemigranti.net/


 

 

 

 

100% Festival 
March 23rd - May 28th, Musée de La Villette, Paris, France 
The second edition of the 100% Festival presents every conceivable facet of the contemporary African 
scene: dance, theater, music, fashion, design, exhibitions, culinary creations, and the list doesn’t stop there. 
Flagship event is the exhibition “Afriques Capitales” curated by Simon Njami. The exhibition brings together 
African artists of different generations, providing a comprehensive gaze on the African Contemporary Art 
proposals. More than 10 monumental and Site Specific artworks have been realized expressly for this 
occasion and many artists present in the exhibition are showing in France for the first time. Among the 
many artists chosen by Simon Njami are: Moataz Nasr (our partner in AtWork Cairo), Pascale Marthine 
Tayou, Maurice Pefura (his notebook for our collection here) Joël Andrianomearisoa (who is going to be our 
special guest at Art Paris), Héba Amin (AtWork Cairo facilitator) and Youssef Limoud (who participated at 
AtWork Cairo and contributed to AtWork Cairo Chapter 04 booklet). 

 

 

AFRIQUES CAPITALES CAPE OF GOOD HOPE HERE WE COME 
April 1st - July 2nd, Art Centre of Gare Saint Sauveur, Lille, France 
Echoing “Afriques Capitales” presented at the Musée de La Villette, Paris, from 29th March, the Art Centre 
of Gare Saint Sauveur di Lille proposes a mirror-exhibition curated by Simon Njami. We would like to 
highlight Heba Amin who was AtWork Cairo facilitator, Joel Andrianomearisoa. who has just realized a 
notebook for our collection and who is going to be our special guest at Art Paris Art Fair, Mwangi Hutter and 
Pélagie Gbaguidi, Moataz Nasr our partner at AtWork Cairo and Theo Eshetu. 

 

http://www.at-work.org/it/workshop-leader-fr/simon-njami-workshop-leader/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/pascale-marthine-tayou-taccuino/
http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/pascale-marthine-tayou-taccuino/
http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/maurice-pefura-taccuino/
http://www.artparis.com/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
http://www.at-work.org/atwork-uploads/2016/03/ATWork-Cairo-Chapter-04-FINAL.pdf
http://www.lille3000.eu/portail/en/evenements/printemps-2017-saintsauveur
http://www.lille3000.eu/portail/en/evenements/printemps-2017-saintsauveur
http://www.hebaamin.com/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrianomearisoa_Joel
http://www.artparis.com/
http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/mwangi-hutter-taccuino/
http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/pelagie-gbaguidi-taccuino/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
http://www.axisgallery.com/Axis_Gallery/Theo_Eshetu_Bio.html


 

 

 

The C& Center of unfinished business 
Opening March 30th, ifa Gallery, Berlin, Germany 
Within the context of the Berlin ifa Gallery’s one-year exhibition program UNTIE TO TIE, on colonial legacies 
and contemporary societies, C&‘s editors-in-chief Julia Grosse and Yvette Mutumba were invited to 
conceptualize and curate a reading room which will be accessible at the ifa Gallery for one whole year from 
the end of March 2017. Titled Center of unfinished business, this reading room offers visitors of the gallery 
an extraordinary, sometimes disconcerting selection of books that are linked to the topic of colonialism in 
various ways. In the following months C& will invite various cultural producers to read, perform and discuss 
in the Center of unfinshed business. The Center of unfinished business with its books and the book case 
structure is a long-term project with the aim of the reading room traveling to other places (museums, 
institutions, galleries) in the future. 

 

 

Kolmanskop Dream - Pascale Marthine Tayou exhibition 
March 31st - June 11th, ifa Gallery, Berlin, Germany 
Within the context of the Berlin ifa Gallery’s one-year exhibition program UNTIE TO TIE, on colonial legacies 
and contemporary societies, Pascale Marthine Tayou (his notebook for our collection here) realizes a site 
specific exhibition. With 'Kolmanskop Dream' Pascale Marthine Tayou creates a mental sculpture of the city 
of Kolmanskop, a former colonial German settlement and today’s ghost town in the Namib Desert. Today 
the houses in Kolmanskop are indeed swallowed by the sand of the desert, but underneath the visible and 
obvious, the hidden colonial structures keep existing through memories, forms of knowledge, social and 
cultural relations, mindsets and practices. Pascale Marthine Tayou interweaves forgotten stories, hidden 
memories and contemporary imaginaries. He investigates the colonial wounds and their present-day 
topographies as well as their places in our individual and collective memories. He also plays with exoticizing 
stereotypes, mirroring back the gaze on Africa. He installs crystal masks, hanging from the installation 
'Branches of Life', and refers to the African masks widely spread over the West, which are being used as 
speculative commodities, as a 'voodooization of the everyday life.

http://www.contemporaryand.com/
http://www.at-work.org/en/notebook/pascale-marthine-tayou-notebook/


 

 

 

Infecting the city 
April 5th - 8th, Cape Town, South Africa 
Infecting The City is a multi-disciplinary public art festival which takes place every year in Cape Town. 
Implemented by our historical partner Africa  Center in collaboration with The Institute for Creative Arts, 
the 10th iteration of ITC is firmly focused on making Cape Town a more public city by providing a platform 
for a broad spectrum of artists and art forms to have a voice in what matters in this moment. Under the 
leadership of the curators Khanyisile Mbongwa and Leila Anderson, the city spaces will be filled with visual 
and performance art, dance, music, video and more from an extraordinary group of local and international 
artists. 

 

 
African Fabbers School 
April 6th, 11.00 AM, Design Language, Milan, Italy 
Within the context of Milan Design Week we highlight the talk for launch the African Fabbers School 
project, the first school of urban ecologies, self-construction and digital fabrication in Africa. The School will 
be realised in Cameroon by Paolo Cascone with the Urban Fabrication Laboratory in the framework of the 
project CAM’ON promoted by the COE (Associazione Centro Orientamento Educativo) with the support of 
AICS – Italian Agency for Development Cooperation. The AFS research and educational programme is based 
on the idea of bridging the African and the European artisans and designers through community oriented 
projects, workshops and applied researches. The aim is to explore the interaction between African material 
systems and digital manufacturing technologies for sustainable living. The talk will be introduced by Paolo 
Cascone (COdesignLab) with the intervention of Adama Sanneh, Cheick Diallo (Designer), Ugo La Pietra 
(Designer) and many others figures connected to design field. 

 

http://infectingthecity.com/2017/
http://infectingthecity.com/2017/africa-centre/
http://www.ica.uct.ac.za/
http://www.codesignlab.org/it/


 

 

 
documenta 
April 8th - July 16th, Athens, Greece 
Labeled as one of the most prestigious contemporary art events documenta, reached edition number 14, 
doubled itself, flanking to the historical show in Kassel a new event in Athens. The Artistic Director Adam 
Szymczyk’s choice has political reasons, Greece is in his opinion is an emblematic case of a quick changing 
global situation and embodies the economical, political, social and cultural dilemmas that Europe has to 
face. As a European institution documenta cannot refrain from telling these new structures, focusing the 
gaze on Greece as a symbol of all European Union problems. Among the numerous artists that will be 
present in Athens we are happy to single out  Bili Bidjocka, AtWork Milan leader, Mwangi Hutter, our 
supporters and part of our collection, and Theo Eshetu, who is making a new artist notebook for us. 

 

 

 

Trésors de l’Islam en Afrique de Tombouctou à Zanzibar 
April 14th - June 30th, Institut du monde arabe, Paris, France 
The exhibition “Trésors de l’Islam en Afrique de Tombouctou à Zanzibar” aims to investigate the influence of 
Islamic culture in the Subsaharian African areas, through art and craft. The circulation of forms, colours, 
inspiration referred to Arab aesthetics is sought in this exhibition of contemporary African artworks which 
have the task to question the historical origin of their language. Among the participating artists are Youssef 
Limoud and Aïda Muluneh (our partner in AtWork Addis Abeba). 

 

 

 

http://www.documenta14.de/en/
http://www.at-work.org/it/workshop-leader-fr/bili-bidjocka-workshop-leader/
http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/mwangi-hutter-taccuino/
http://www.lettera27collection.org/
http://www.axisgallery.com/Axis_Gallery/Theo_Eshetu_Bio.html
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-addis-abeba-capitolo-06/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-addis-abeba-capitolo-06/


 

 

 

Independent Curators International (ICI) 
April 19th - 25th, Curatorial Intensive in Accra, Ghana  

After the stages of Johannesburg, Addis Abeba, Marrakech and Dakar, the Curatorial Intensive program 
arrived in Accra. The Curatorial Intensive is designed to immerse participants in a rigorous schedule of 
seminars, presentations, site visits, and one-on-one meetings that support the process of developing an 
idea for a project into a full proposal. The program offers curators the opportunity to discuss, among 
colleagues, the concepts, logistics, and challenges of organizing exhibitions, public programs, and other curatorial 

models. The meetings will be led by a group of professionals among which: Ato Annan and Adwoa Amoah, 
Jeebesh Bagchi, Reem Fadda, Jimmy Ogonga and Renaud Proch. 
 

 

 

 

Art/Afrique, le nouvel atelier 
April 26th - August 28th, Fondation Louis Vuitton, Paris, France  
Fondation Louis Vuitton presents a series of three exhibitions fucusing on African Art: Les Initiés, select 
works from the African collection of Jean Pigozzi; Etre Là, South Africa contemporary art scene; Africa in the 
Fondation Louis Vuitton Collection. Les Initiés, the show that opens the series, presents a selection of 
artworks from the collection of Jean Pigozzi acquired since 1989. The collection is eclectic and touches 
different themes without focusing on a special medium. Among the great artists exhibited we point out the 
presence of Pascale Marthine Tayou, author of an iconic notebook in our collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/pascale-marthine-tayou-taccuino/
http://www.lettera27collection.org/

