
 

 

Agenda July 2015 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

What we do... 

 

 
A month with Why Africa? 
July will be a particularly rich month for Why Africa? We will start with a contribution by Achille Mbembe, 
one of the most brilliant theorists of the postcolonialism, who is collaborating with our column once again: 
this time with a preface to the new edition of his famous and provocative On the Postcolony, with which he 
has revolutionized the understanding of power and subjectivity in Africa.  For the other issues we will 
change the mood, with an article on some selected readings suggestions, followed by the second chapter of 
the playlist, carefully put together for us by Bonaventure Soh Bejeng Ndikung. Let your summer break be 
accompanied by thoughts, words and music. 

The Italian journey of the AtWork Bolivia notebooks 
Until July5th Premio Bugatti-Segantini, Nova Milanese, Milan, Italy 
The journey of the notebooks produced by the Conart 2014 festival artists during AtWork Bolivia continues.  
There are still a few days left to visit the exhibition hosted by Bice Bugatti – Giovanni Segantini 2015 price 
and to follow the journey of the 20 artists across Bolivia through the pages of their notebooks. Partially a 
work of art, partially a travel diary.  Every notebook contains a piece of knowledge, the one that each author 
has built while being in touch with people and territories and that we share each time we leaf through its 
pages. 

 

http://www.doppiozero.com/materiali/why-africa%3F
http://conart.martadero.org/
http://www.lettera27.org/index.php?idlanguage=2&zone=9&idprj=2467&idnews=3066&pag=0&y=
http://www.premiobicebugattisegantini.com/


 
cheFare: the second phase begins 
Also this year the grant has been a success! cheFare confirms its status of the important observatory of the 
Italian realities that make, produce and disseminate culture.  And now the second phase is about to begin, 
probably the most important one and definitely the most demanding: the first selection out of all the 
submitted projects to be presented for the public vote.  As a partner we will also give our contribution, 
collaborating with the selection of the projects related to the social innovation field and following all the 
steps of the process that will bring to the 2015 winner announcement. 

 

 

 

Premio Mutti 2015: a grant for the new talents of the migrant cinema  
Submission deadline: July 20th  

There are still a couple of weeks left to participate to the first Italian grant that sustains the productions of 

young directors of the foreign origins.  The project must be submitted by a director of foreign origins who 

has been a resident in Italy for at least a year.  To participate to the grant the director will have to present an 

agreement (even if informal) with a production company or another entity that would guarantee the 

project’s sustainability; such an agreement would have to be formalized in case of the grant assignment.  On 

its 7th edition, the Mutti grant is promoted by Associazione Amici di Giana, Fondazione Cineteca di Bologna, 

Archivio delle Memorie Migranti (AMM) and is sustained by lettera27, Unicredit and the collaboration with 

Prendiamo la Parola and Human Rights Nights. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.che-fare.com/
http://www.archiviomemoriemigranti.net/evidenza/show/1488?shareLang=it-IT
http://www.amicidigiana.org/
http://www.cinetecadibologna.it/
http://www.archiviomemoriemigranti.net/
http://www.unicredit.it/
http://www.prendiamolaparola.org/
http://www.humanrightsnights.org/


 

 

AFRICA ACTS - performance art in Africa e its Diaspora 
July 5-12th | Institut des Mondes Africains (IMAF) and Les Afriques dans le Monde (LAM), 
Sorbonne University, Paris, France 
An international platform for the knowledge exchange, the ECAS (European Conference on African Studies) 
takes place every two years in a different European city and unites more than 2000 researchers and 
international cultural protagonists at every edition.  This year it’s hosted by two of the most important 
institutions of African Studies.  Next to the panel and the conference, the 2015 edition will host a series of 
encounters in public spaces as well as in suburbs, of the choreographers, actors, poets, composers, set 
designers, filmmakers,  street artists, DJs and VJs that will offer a wide range of various performance 
practices tied to the African continent. 

 

 

Schlachten - Contemporary Arts Festival: DISPLACED 2015 
Until July 17th | Mendelsohn Hall, Luckenwalde, Germany 
Last two weeks of the festival that started in June and for almost a month brought artists, scholars, curators, 

performers and the audiences of the small town in the South of Germany to talk about the concept of 

dislocation, in the year that marks 70th anniversary from the end of the Second World War. During the event 

the dislocation has been perceived both in geographical sense, as the migration and movement of the 

people, and as a cultural transformation, a product of the different possibilities of the connection between 

the peoples and the territories. 

 

 

 

http://www.contemporaryand.com/blog/exhibition/sixth-european-conference-on-african-studies-ecas-6/
http://africaacts.ecas2015.fr/
http://schlachten.org/displaced-2015/


What we suggest… 

 

 

Sketchmob 2015 EXPO Milan 
Until July 8th | Moleskine Store, Milan 
On June 19th a group of 100 architects met at the Milan Expo to sketch their personal reportage of the 
pavilions, architectures and structures on the pages of the notebooks.  The result of these visions of the 
universal exhibition is now on show at the Moleskine store in Via Dante in Milan. 

 

 

Africa Writes Festival 2015 
July 3-5th | British Library, London, England 
Organized by the Royal African Society, every year the festival features a range of emerging talents and 
affirmed authors coming from the literary African scene and that of the Diaspora.  The event has established 
itself in England as one of the most important celebrations of the literature from the continent with a rich 
program of presentations, readings, panels, workshops.  We are happy to point out the participation of 
Cristina Ali Farah, the Somalian-Italian writer and a great friend of lettera27, who will be present on July 4th 
at the Contemporary African Lyrics: Poetry in Performance. 

 

 

http://stories.moleskine.com/SketchmobExpo2015/
http://africawrites.org/
http://africawrites.org/eventsprogramme/contemporary-african-lyrics-poetry-in-performance/


Kër Thiossane @ Medialab Prado 
July 5th | Medialab Prado, Madrid, Spain 
Marion Louisgrand Sylla, the founder and director of Kër Thiossane, presents the center at “GRI-GRI* 
Pixels,” a series of encounters at the media lab that bring a selection of African projects dedicated to the 
open culture. Marion will tell the story of Kër Thiossane, one of the first spaces in Africa dedicated to art 
and digital culture, which also produces Afropixel festival, a biannual event that lettera27 sustains from its 
first edition in 2008 and that we have talked about some time ago in our Why Africa? column. 

 
Beauté Congo 1926-2015 - Congo Kitoko 
July 11th – November 15th| Fondation Cartier, Paris, France 
An exhibition dedicated to the extraordinary cultural vitality of the country, with a historic panoramic view 
that starts in 1920s, the decade in which the Congolese painting was born, and covers almost a century of 
artistic production.  Even if the painting is at the heart of the exhibition, the project also includes the 
retrospective on the most important authors of other artistic languages such as music, sculpture and 
photography. 

Deleuze AND Guattari AND Africa: SOUTHERN RESPONSES 
July 15-16th, UCT, Cape Town, South Africa 
A two-day conference on the philosophers Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari and their importance for Africa, 
with such keynote speakers as Ian Buchanan, Rosi Braidotti, Paul Patton and Claire Colebrook.  The 
questions that emerge from the work of two of the most influential and most quoted authors of the 
contemporary thought allow to read many of the current complexities of the continent and in general to 
confront the issues of identity, geopolitics, culture, art, time, memory, autonomy, oppression and justice. 

http://ker-thiossane.org/
Agenda_luglio_ita_FINAL.doc
Agenda_luglio_ita_FINAL.doc
http://sicap1695.phpnet.org/spip.php?article70
http://www.doppiozero.com/materiali/why-africa/africa-l-open-culture-e-di-casa-ker-thiossane
http://fondation.cartier.com/#/fr/art-contemporain/26/expositions/1771/a-venir/1789/beaute-congo/
http://deleuzeguattari.co.za/
http://deleuzeguattari.co.za/#keynotes1
http://deleuzeguattari.co.za/#keynotes3
http://deleuzeguattari.co.za/#keynotes4
http://deleuzeguattari.co.za/#keynotes5


Days of Agorà Studies in the Mediterranean 
July 17-19th | Barzio, Lecce, Italy 

Two-day course organized by COE- Association of the Educational Orientation Center, under the 

scientific supervision of Chiara Zappa, a journalist and an expert on the politics and culture of the 

Mediterranean.  The program opens on Friday 17th, with a special evening and a screening curated 

by the Festival of African, Asian and Latin American Cinema.  The following two intensive days aim 

to open the perspectives on the Mediterranean area, on the countries and populations, not only 

concentrating on the migration issue, but also having in-depth discussions on such topics as 

religion, political activism, the role of women, the art and the creativity. 

Entry Prohibited to Foreigners 
Until September 27th | Havremagasinet, Boden, Sweden 

The exhibition explores the concept of mobility as characteristic of the contemporary epoch and 

investigates its consequences on our lives through the interpretation of eleven international artists.  

Curated by Elise Atangana the exhibition gathers individual and collective narratives and takes 

inspiration from the city of Boden, which during the Cold War represented the most extreme 

border between Northern Europe and Soviet Union. 

 

 

 

http://www.coeweb.org/pdf/agora_mediterraneo_2015.pdf
http://english.havremagasinet.se/

