Agenda February 2017
_______________________________________________________________________

What we do...

Moleskine Café: the exhibition of our notebooks’ collection goes on
Moleskine Café, Corso Garibaldi 65, Milan, Italy
A unique opportunity is offered by Milan Moleskine Café to know some of the notebooks from the
myDetour archive fund. A selection of artworks that explores different issues going from the storytelling of
the city life to exotic journey through Bosphorus or India, from introspective inspirations to colorful tales,
from irony to female sensibility. These are only some of the stories collected in the notebooks that became
true art pieces exclusively exhibited at the Café. The complete archive is available online at:
lettera27collection.org

Why Africa? next issues
This month lettera27’s column presents two new pieces. The first one is written by Hanna Minaye a
participant of AtWork Addis Ababa Chapter 06 who tells us about her experience with our workshop. The
second piece is written by Chiara Cartuccia who presents a review of the exhibition “Field Work” at Tiwani
Contemporary Gallery in London: “Browsing the fairly small space of the gallery, the visitor will in fact face
eight distinct and very peculiar approaches to questions of time and history telling. The chosen artworks
bring to light alternative ways of recording, recovering and study the many forms of the past, while
challenging dominant Western-centric historiography. Each of the pieces is expression of much more
complex artistic researches that can, in some cases, reveal relevant connections in terms of methodology
and underlying point of interests”. To know more don’t miss Why Africa? new issues.

Blaxploitalian 100 years of Blackness in Italian Cinema
Blaxploitalian continues its journey through the main universities and colleges of the United States.
Inspired by the book “Africa in Italy” by Leonardo De Franceschi, Blaxploitalian is a documentary film
directed by Fred Kuwornu that follows the tracks of different pioneers that have preceded this generation of
new Afroitalians, from the beginning of the nineteenth century. A story of about a hundred years
that starts from the silent and colonial cinema and arrives to the contemporary cinema, focusing on the
contribution of Afro-Italian actors. For the month of February, we note the following appointments:
February 7th, Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimò, New York, USA
February 9th - 20th, Pan African Film Festival 2017, Los Angeles, USA
February 10th, Museum of Moving Image, New York, USA
February 16th, Bunche, UCLA, Los Angeles, USA and Istituto Italiano di cultura, Los Angeles, USA

Maktoub: Elena Perlino’s New Book
February 28th Book launch in Italy
The photographic research about Islam in Italy, conducted in 2016 by Elena Perlino, was realized with the
support of Open Society Foundation and lettera27. Images, interviews and critical essays investigate the
everyday life of muslims in public or private, the relation between first and second generations, the work
life, the woman’s role and the Islamic traditions. Through photography, combined with sociology and
journalism, the book Maktoub: Islam in Italy (Cibele publishing house) aims to increase the awareness level
on the theme and offer new, more in-depth perspective. Critical contributions are by Bartolomeo Conti,
Zouhir Louassini, Francesca Paci, Viviana Premazzi and Farian Sabahi.

What we suggest...

World is a unique planet: photography exhibition by Mohamed Keita
February 9- 15th, Viaggi dell’elefante, Rome, Italy
Mohamed Keita follows a dream he would like to turn into a project: going back to Mali and teaching to the
street kids what he learned and practiced in Italy in the photography and solidarity fields. He would like to
open, with some friends, a small photo lab in Kanadjikila, poor suburb of the capital Bamako, to bring the
kids closer to photography. He would like to follow those kids personally and teach them to shoot their gaze
on the world. He would like to go back in Kanadjikila every year to see his brother, who is a refugee as well,
and make sure that the seeds spread among those kids would bear fruits. The first stage of Mohamed’s new
journey is Malta, the place where he arrived years ago and was jailed for twelve months, where, the next
April, he will facilitate a photography workshop for young migrants like him. Mohamed Keita was a
participant of AtWork Modena, click here to see his notebook.

Field Work: collective exhibition on the mechanics of history
Until February 25th , Tiwani Contemporary, London, United Kingdom
The exhibition “Field Work” gathers the work of eight contemporary artists who have anchored their
practice in a deep examination of the mechanics of history. Among others we point out the presence of
Youssef Limoud and Theo Eshetu. Youssef Limoud is an artist and a writer from Egypt who participated at
AtWork Cairo and contributed to the relative Booklet AtWork Chapter 4. For this exhibition Youssef Limoud
presents the series of sculptures Ruins that speaks of the material continuity between past and present
through the relationship between time, architecture and landscape. Theo Eshetu is an artist grew up in
Addis Ababa, Dakar and London before establishing himself in Rome. He currently lives and works in Berlin.
For the exhibition he presents The Mystery of History and My Story in His Story, a work that takes as its
starting point the photographic archive of former President of Yugoslavia Josip Broz Tito, found in the
Museum of Yugoslav History. Eshetu's grandfather was the Ethiopian Ambassador in Belgrade between
1966 and 1970, and so Eshetu's exploration of this museum archive is also a personal endeavour. Theo
Eshetu is a friend of lettera27 and he is currently working on a notebook for our collection.

Lucy's Iris. Contemporary African Women Artists
Jan 26th - June 4th, CAAM, Centro Atlantico de Arte Moderno, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain
The exhibition Lucy's Iris, curated by Orlando Britto Jinorio, proposes to explore different areas of the
African contemporary creation through a selection of artworks and proposals by around twenty African or
diaspora women artists. All of them are playing an active role in the artistic and cultural contemporary field
both in Africa and internationally. Among them, various artists of The Divine Comedy itinerant exhibition,
which we supported since 2014 together with Moleskine, such as Pélagie Gbaguidi, Jane Alexander,
Zoulikha Bouabdellah, Aida Muluneh, Wangechi Mutu, Sue Williamson, Mwangi Hutter. Many of them also
created a notebook that joined our artworks collection.

Ngalabi Short Film Festival
February 3- 5th, Goethe Zentrum, Kampala, Uganda
From a collaboration between Goethe-Zentrum, Kampala and Maisha Film Lab comes the 1st Edition of the
Ngalabi Short Film Festival. Ngalabi celebrates short films from Uganda, East African neighbours and a few
masterpieces from the greater African Continent and Germany. In Buganda culture, the 'Ngalabi' is a long
drum that cannot be used on its own. It has to be played along side other drums. The same thing goes for
the film art form. It takes more than one person to make a film and even more to celebrate its beauty. This
is the basic idea of the Festival which offers masterclasses and panel discussions with Africa's most talented
filmmakers on top of the movie screenings. We are proud to highlight that Martha Kazungu, a participant of
AtWork Kampala, is part of the organization team. Good luck for this first edition!

Joël Andrianomearisoa: Chanson de ma terre lontaine
February 9th, Primo Marella Gallery, Milan, Italy
Primo Marella Gallery presents “Chanson de ma terre lontaine”, the impressive Joël Andrianomearisoa’s
new exhibition, inspired by Marguerite Duras’ India song and specifically conceived for the gallery space.
Born in 1977 in Antananarivo (Madagascar), Andrianomearisoa is a versatile artist whose unique approach
towards art results in mysterious and evolving works. Mixing materials, textiles and colors, the artist gives
shape to the multifaceted human relationships and feelings, those pulses of life he captures from urban
space. The smells, noises, lights, images and all the incessant movements that generate city life compose his
universe without imprisoning him in a specific geographical space.
Surrounded by a feeling of melancholy, the exhibiton displays a series of works of various dimensions and
materials that create a specific and detailed path from black to white and red, Andrianomearisoa’s recurring
colors, combined in many different ways in order to represent the deepest emotions narrated by the India
song.
Primo Marella Gallery was the location of AtWork Lab Milan, hosting the young advertising professionals
from Leo Burnett agency for the second part of the workshop "Concept vs Slogan. The Group Show. Ecriture
Infinie/Cadavre Exquis” facilitated by the artist Bili Bidjocka.

Cape Town Art Fair
February 17-19th, Cape Town, South Africa
The upcoming fifth edition of Cape Town Art Fair (CTAF) will offer a diverse display of contemporary art
from leading local and international galleries. Over 75 exhibitors from established and emerging art centres
including galleries which represent the quality and multiplicity of the thriving contemporary African art
scene. We are happy that Jackie Karuti (Circle Art Gallery, Nairobi) who realized a notebook for our art
collection will be exhibiting her work at the fair. Click here to see the full list of galleries represented.

Art Africa Fair 2017
February 24th to March 5th, Cape Town, South Africa
THAT ART FAIR is an event with a specific focus on African and diaspora contemporary artists curated by the
magazine ART AFRICA, our media partner for the editorial column Why Africa? THAT ART FAIR meets the
needs of artists that live and work on the African continent, providing them a stage to show their works in a
professional, but relaxed environment while interacting with curators, galleries, collectors and new
audiences. The traditional fair model has been adapted to offer emerging or non- represented artists an
opportunity to achieve visibility and recognition. THAT ART FAIR is realized to encourage creativity,
sustainability and change in the African contemporary art world.

