Agenda October 2016
________________________________________________________________________

What we do…

Why Africa?
In October we will host the first contribution of the new collaboration with the curatorial collective Ex-Nunc:
young Italian women based in London. With Ex-Nunc we will present a series of interviews with women artists
from Africa and Diasporas, participating in the upcoming curatorial project Under a Different Sun. This exhibition
and performance programme, which will take place in Venice in December 2016, will discuss topics of lost
histories and negated memories from female, diasporian perspectives. This first interview in the series features
Gabon-born and Berlin-based multimedia artist Nathalie Mba Bikoro.

“Something Else”: AtWork Cairo Chapter 04 Booklet
We have just printed and published on-line the fourth booklet curated by lettera27 dedicated to AtWork Cairo
Chapter 04. Through the images, interviews and ideas the booklet tells the workshop that took place at Darb
1718 in December 2015. AtWork Cairo Chapter 04 is the fourth “volume” of our small AtWork series that follows
the booklets produced for Dakar, Abidjan and Kampala. These 64 pages trace the experience of 16 local young
creative talents that have participated to the workshop titled “Something Else”, the name taken after the Cairo
Off Biennale that hosted the initiative.

AMM
October 2-3-4-28, Italy
October is an intense month for AMM: on October 2d the first post “Back to Lampedusa”: the notes for the
educational journey dedicated to the project/blog “At the school of the other” will be published on the website
of Sesamo per Giunti School. On October 3d in Sassari, in collaboration with Association 4 Cani per strada, during
the National Day of the Immigration Victims Memory, Dagmawi Yimer will be awarded an honorary citizenship
by the Lampedusa district. On October 4th the winners of Migrant Prize 2016 will take part in a meeting with the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage. On October 28th, at the IUE in Florence there will be a meeting between the
researchers of the European project Bodies across Borders and those from AMM.

Blaxploitalian at the Rome Film Festival
October 14th | Rome Film Festival, Hose of Cinema, at 11:00 | Free entrance
(We would also like to highlight the screenings on October 17/20 in New York, 25/27 in Pennsylvania
and on 28th in Philadelphia.)
After a long and adventurous journey that brought the film to the US audiences, Blaxploitalian finally arrives to
Italy for the Rome Film Festival. The first Italian screening of Fred Kuwornu’s documentary will take place on
October 14th in Rome. Inspired by the book “Africa in Italy” by Leonardo De Franceschi, Blaxploitalian is a
documentary film that follows the tracks of different pioneers that have preceded this generation of new
Afroitalians, from the beginning of the nineteenth century. A story of about a hundred years that starts from the
silent and colonial cinema and arrives to the contemporary cinema, focusing on the contribution of Afro-Italian
actors.

OpenGround
October 31 – November 4th | Athens, Greece
From October 31st to November 4th Open Ground will take place in Athens. It is a project initiated by
lettera27 and State of Concept, Athens on the occasion of Tandem Europe 2016-17 to co-create a replicable
training model for the professional development of artists and curators. OpenGround will be the first pilot
workshop in Greece focusing on the professional development of young artists and curators. During an intensive
5-day workshop, OpenGround will bring together a team of international art professionals and participants
creating the conditions for new international collaborations to emerge. A 2-day AtWork Lab workshop will be
part of the program.

What we suggest...

Where is Bili?
September 24th – December 24th | Fondation Donwahi, Abidjan, Ivory Coast
A solo show by the Cameroonian-born artist Bili Bidjocka, our friend and partner and the author of
Ecriture Infinie art piece, is taking place in Fondation Donwahi in Abidjan. The titled is FICTION #4 “Where
is Bili?”. After having produced numerous paintings Bili Bidjocka has oriented his artistic research towards more
conceptual work. The writing has always been an integral part of his work that investigates big mysteries that
are a constant source of inspiration for his creativity.

Fanonian Ideas for Transformation: On Postcolonies, Art, and Political Imagination
October 1st | SAVVY Contemporary | Plantagenstraße 31 | 13347 Berlin-Wedding, Germany
Our friends from Savvy Contemporary present “Fanonian Ideas for Transformation”, an encounter with the
philosopher and an Afro-Jewish musician Lewis Gordon. Continuing on the reflection started during the 2015
lectures titled “Decolonizing the City” and realized at the Studio X in Johannesburg, Gordon will develop a critical
discourse on the contemporary relationship between the post-colonial culture, art and political imagination,
starting from the central themes of the thought of Franz Fanon, the revolutionary philosopher and psychiatrist.

Teju Cole al SAVVY Contemporary in conversation with Anna Jäger
October 6th | SAVVY Contemporary | Plantagenstraße 31 | 13347 Berlin-Wedding, Germany
“Known and Strange Things” couldn’t be more timely - Teju Cole’s brandnew collection of essays are a generous
invitation to follow him on his serpentine paths of curiosity, inspiration, wonder and wounds that ultimately offer
the remedy of a clarifying “complication where the general desire is for a simplification”. The conversation will
take place on October 6th at Savvy Contemporary.

An encounter with Dodji Koff Honou at Wave in Berlin
October 1-2d | Wave, Berlin, Germany
On October 1 and 2d, in partnership with Maker Faire, the Wave initiative will take place in Berlin. The Togolese
maker Dodji Koffi Honou will be invited for the occasion. During the course of the Wave edition in Dakar, in
collaboration with our long-term partner Ker-Thiossane, Dodji Koffi Honou and his team have conducted the
fablab workshops for the audiences, making the creative process a participatory one through the realization of
the works of bricolage, 3D printing and wood carving.

Joël Andrianomearisoa : Last Year in Antananarivo
October 4th- December 23d | Tyburn Gallery, London, UK
The Tyburn Gallery in London presents the personal show of the artist Joël Andrianomearisoa . The starting point
of Last Year in Antananarivo is a series of photographs of a ball held by the French colonials in 1900 in
Antananarivo which Andrianomearisoa found in FTM archives in Madagascar. This discovery set the artist on a
journey, exploring the relationship between memory, pain and identity. In the images the Malagasy are dressed
by the French in elaborate costumes to reflect the colonialists’ idea of a ‘civilised’ people.

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair
October 6-9 | 1:54, London, UK
1:54 is the leading international contemporary art fair dedicated to Africa and its diaspora. Drawing
reference to the fifty-four countries that constitute the African continent, 1:54 is a sustainable and
dynamic platform that is engaged in contemporary dialogue and exchange. 40 exhibitors, 130 artists
from Africa and the diaspora will be accompanied by an educational and artistic program curated by
Koyo Kouoh, which will include talks, screenings and panel where the artists and curators will have a
chance to interact.

Festival Letterature Migranti
October 11 – 16th | Palermo, Italy
A festival that talks about migrations, mass and individual movements through literature, drawing the profiles of
those who transported the stories and sudden cultural mutations into the narrative language. The festival’s
protagonists are Italian and international authors that recount the migration experiences in their works and that
use writing as a means to elaborate the most difficult aspects of their journey, marked by persecutions, escapes
and humiliations.

Creative Time Summit
October 14-16th | Lincoln Theatre, Washington D.C, USA
The Creative Time Summit-the world’s largest international conference on art and social change-is headed to
Washington, D.C.! Creative Time Summit DC: Occupy the Future will be held at D.C.’s historic Lincoln Theatre on
October 14 – 16, 2016. Occurring in the nation’s capital just weeks before the 2016 Presidential Election, the
Creative Time Summit DC will take this important moment to collectively consider what it might mean to
radically transform the current state of democracy. As we work to push forward the ideals of human rights in
practice, what does it mean to actually occupy power in a future as yet unwritten?

RITUALS AND PERFORMANCE: INHERENT RISK
October 22d – November 21st | Lagos Photo Festival, Lagos, Nigeria
The act of posing as a repetitive act that constructs an image or images which morph into an idea or identity is
an act of courage for both the subject and photographer. The concept of the ‘decisive moment’ is a gamble in
the sense that other constructs are neglected in its determination. LagosPhoto 2016 explores the role of acts of
repetition that shape gender, image, identity, social agency, power and social constructs in contemporary
society. The repetitive acts imbued with belief become coercive and normative. It shapes our general idea of
what is true in determining an African image, gender, religion, beauty, social class and so forth.

Ateliers de la pensée
October 27-31st | Dakar-Saint Louis, Senegal
The first decade of the XXI century will be marked by the critical thought of the afro-diasporic French expression,
by its vibrant literary and artistic creation. These new developments are in large part due to the new generation
of artists that are being formed and at the same time to the consolidation of the intellectual diaspora in Europe
and USA that follows the movement of this thought on the continent. Starting from this premise an
interdisciplinary platform of artists and intellectuals will develop their thoughts on the contemporaneity and how
it’s being shaped by the socio-cultural effects generated by the African diaspora. Achille Mbembe, Alain
Mabanckou, Ibrahim Thioub, Mamadou Diouf, Ebrima Sall, Boubacar Boris Diop are among the participants to
the atelier.

