
 

 

 

 

Agenda May 2017 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

What we do… 

Introducing WikiAfrica Schools program 
lettera27 and Wiki in Africa have signed a partnership agreement that builds on the heritage of the 
WikiAfrica initiative started in 2006 and introduces a newly structured and comprehensive program: 
WikiAfrica Schools. It consists in a 6 months deep-dive pilot that builds Wikipedia knowledge within 4 
schools in South Africa with the objective of introducing WikiAfrica as part of each school’s curriculum. 
WikiAfrica Schools aims to be an educational tool that contributes to increase the critical thinking skills of 
the students and transform the schools from the mere knowledge receivers to knowledge producers. This 
will also address the issue of the current lack of information on Africa by Africans on internet by introducing 
a new generation of editors based in Africa, to Wikipedia.  

 

 

 

Why Africa? next issues 
This month lettera27’s column presents three new pieces. The first one is written by Ivan Bargna and 
reviews the Virginia Ryan exhibition “Biografia Plurale”. Here the notebook that Virginia Ryan made for our 
collection. The second text is the review of the exhibition “The White Hunter. African memories and 
representation” written by Stefania Ragusa who also tells the conversation between the curator Marco 
Scotini, Simon Njami and Adama Sanneh held on April 1st. The last article is by Raffaella Carillo, a young 
contemporary art curator, who is questioning the concept of contemporary African art and reflects on the 
best way to approach it from a curatorial perspective 

http://www.wikiafrica.it/wiki/Pagina_principale
http://www.lettera27.org/en/iniziativa/why-africa-2/
http://www.virginiaryan.com/
http://www.at-work.org/en/notebook/virginia-ryan-notebook/
http://www.fmcca.it/it/scheda-mostra/eve/26-il-cacciatore-bianco-the-white-hunter/
http://www.fmcca.it/it/scheda-mostra/eve/26-il-cacciatore-bianco-the-white-hunter/


 

 

 
AtWork Addis Abeba - notebooks exhibited in Paris 
Moleskine Store, Forum Des Halles, Paris, France 
The notebooks exhibited at Forum des Halles store in Paris during the Art Paris Art Fair will remain on show 
until May 10th. The 6 notebooks are made by Naod Lemma, Emmanuel Tegene, Hanna Minaye, Aron 
Simeneh, Vicky Kassahun and Sumeya Mensur, the participants of AtWork Chapter 06 that was held in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia in December 2016. Click here for more information on this exciting chapter titled "What is 
home?". 

What we partecipate in: 

 

The White Hunter, African memories and representations 
Until June 06th, FM Centro per l’Arte Contemporanea, Milan, Italy 

The exhibition The White Hunter, African memories and representations (March 31st - June 06th 2017) is 
accompanied by a program of seminars and conferences organized in collaboration with lettera27 
Foundation. On April 1st, the first talk was held with Simon Njami (Artistic Director of the Dakar Biennial 
2016 and 2018), Adama Sanneh (Director of Programs lettera27 Foundation), and Marco Scotini (Artistic 
Director of FM Contemporary Art Center). On Thursday, April 27th, Aldo Tagliaferri, Ivan Bargna and Gigi 
Pezzoli held a conversation on the screened documentary "African Tracks in Four Lombards Collections".  
We would like to highlight some of the May appointments of the program: 
May 24th – 6:PM Presentation of Marco Scotini’s book “Artecrazia. Macchine espositive e governo dei 
pubblici” (ed. Derive e Approdi); 
May 29th - 6:PM Encounter with the artist Sammy Baloji & screening of the video Pungulume 

 

http://www.at-work.org/en/chapter/atwork-addis-ababa-chapter-06/


 

 

 

The African Art in Venice Forum  
May 9-10th, Hotel Monaco, Venice, Italy 

African Art in Venice Forum is a two days event which will take place on the 9th and 10th of May 2017, 

during the opening week of the 57th Venice Biennale. The African Art in Venice Forum was born from the 

necessity to compensate for the lack of representation of many African countries at the Venice Biennale. 

Only 7 out of 54 African countries are represented in national pavilions in the 57th Biennale Dell'Arte di 

Venezia. The Forum is held in two auditoriums, operating at the same time for two days. It will feature 

almost twenty talks with the participation of 60/70 international speakers, illustrating and discussing new 

experimental models of museums, art spaces, foundations, residencies, as well as the multiplicity of new 

narratives generated across the continent by established and young creatives. On May 9th at 5:PM Adama 

Sanneh, Programs Director of lettera27, will be a speaker in the panel “Creativity as a solution, the impact 

of charities art related projects in supporting the development of the infrastructure for the promotion of 

the arts in African countries” and on May 10th at 2:30 PM he will be the moderator of the panel “Artists’ 

projects beyond their practice” with the artists Ayana Jackson and Joël Andrianomearisoa (here his 

notebook).  Adama will also be present as a founding member of C-Gallery, a new space for contemporary 

art in Milan, promoting the presence in Venice of the South African artist Tony Gum, one of the speakers of 

the panel “21st Century Feminism And The Arts” on May 9th at 3.PM. 

 

What we suggest… 

 
1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair 
May 05th - 07th, Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works, New York, USA 
With biannual editions in London and New York, 1:54 is the leading international art fair dedicated to 
contemporary art from Africa and its diaspora. 1:54 is a sustainable and dynamic platform that is engaged in 
contemporary dialogue and exchange. The 2017 New York edition will welcome 19 galleries hailing from 
Angola, Cote d’Ivoire, France, Ghana, Italy, Kenya, Morocco, the UK, the US and South Africa, collectively 
exhibiting the work of more than 60 contemporary artists of emerging and established profile. Among 
exhibited artist we point out Joel Andrianomearisoa (here his notebook), and Aïda Muluneh (our partner in 
AtWork Addis Ababa). 

http://www.aavforum.com/
http://at-work.org/en/notebook/joel-andrianomearisoa-notebook/
http://www.cgallery.it/
http://tonygum.blogspot.it/
http://www.lettera27collection.org/joel-andrianomearisoa/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-addis-abeba-capitolo-06/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-addis-abeba-capitolo-06/


 

 

 

“You are but you are not” 
From May 6th to June 18th, Railway station park, Bolzano, Italy 
YOU ARE BUT YOU ARE NOT is an audioguide on the themes of boundaries and hospitality. The trilingual 
text, subdivided into three chapters, was conceived as a permanent audio track for the city of Bolzano. YOU 
ARE BUT YOU ARE NOT is a project by geographer Kolar Aparna and artist Beatrice Catanzaro, curated and 
produced by Lungomare in the framework of the project of artistic research residence 2016-2017, with the 
patronage of UNHCR  - High Commissioner of Nations Join for Refugees. The text of the audioguide was 
written by Elena Pugliese in collaboration with the two residents. YOU ARE BUT YOU ARE NOT crosses the 
theoretical investigation into the phenomenon of migration with a practice of cultural production on the 
field, moving between reality and fiction. It is the result of a process of analysis and shared work with some 
representatives of organizations involved in the reception on the territory, migrants, activists, scholars and 
politicians. The audioguide follows an itinerary in the public space of the city of Bolzano. The narrative voice 
mixes with the sounds of the city and transforms the perception of the urban space and the passers-by that 
populate it. Here is the notebook made by Beatrice Catanzaro for our collection. 

 

C-Gallery Opening - Selling the shadow 
May 7th- September 15th, C-Gallery, Milan, Italy 
“Selling the Shadow” is an international, cross disciplinary presentation that examines the relationship 
between art and social practice through paintings, drawings, sculptures, photography, video and site- 
specific installations, made by more than a dozen artists from across Africa and the Diaspora. 
“Selling the Shadow” is the exhibition chosen by C-Gallery for opening the new space located at via Ventura 
6, Milan, in the heart of the Art District. C-Gallery makes a work of exploration of the contemporary art 
world, selecting and promoting international artists who are able, through their artworks, to create new 
visual codes and to enlarge the borders of the art market beyond local realities. Among the exhibited artists 
we point out Maurice Pefura, the author of two notebooks from our collection. 

 

 

 

http://www.lungomare.org/it/progetto/migration-and-society/
https://www.unhcr.it/
http://at-work.org/en/notebook/beatrice-catanzaro-notebook/
http://www.at-work.org/it/?s=pefura&submit=e


 

 

 

LE JOUR QUI VIENT 
Until June 10th, Galerie des Galeries, Galeries Lafayette, Paris, France 
This exhibition designed by Marie-Ann Yemsi, offers an encounter with a brand new generation of artists 
from the African continent and its diasporas, some of whom are being exhibited for the first time in France. 
Cosmopolitan artists fully in touch with the changing world, with a clear-sighted freedom, they are playing 
with multiple registers and drawing on a range of art forms, including painting, drawing, video, photography 
and sculpture. Although the exhibition cannot be seen as a mapping of contemporary creative pursuits on 
the African continent, it does reflect the reality of the circulation of ideas, cultures, and objects, as well as 
individuals and their migration. 

 

 

Venice Biennale 
May 13th - November 26th, Venice, Italy 
The 57th International Art Exhibition, titled VIVA ARTE VIVA and curated by Christine Macel will also feature 
87 National Participations in the historic pavilions at the Giardini, the Arsenale, and the city of Venice. 
Among the National participations we remark the presence of African Pavillions: Angola, Ivory Coast, 
Nigeria, South Africa and Zimbabwe. We point out in particular the Egypt Pavillion with the exhibition of 
Moataz Nasr (our partner of AtWork Cairo), and the Kenya Pavillion curated by Jimmy Ogonga with the 

exhibition of Mwangi Hutter among others (find here their notebook). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.galeriedesgaleries.com/enEN/exposition/i-58/lejourquivient.html
http://www.labiennale.org/en/art/
http://www.at-work.org/it/capitolo/atwork-cairo-capitolo-04/
http://www.at-work.org/it/taccuino/mwangi-hutter-taccuino/

